
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty: The Book of Romans 
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Romans 1:20-23; 2:17-22; 3:21-26; 4:11-16; 6:1-6; 8:1-4; 12:1-2; 12-9-18
S
ometime during Paul’s third preaching trip he probably penned one of the most powerful texts of the New Testament—the book of Romans. Many scholars believe this happened during Paul’s brief return to Corinth before his final trip to Jerusalem. 

The book of Romans was a letter addressed to the church which was in Rome. Unlike many other Gentile churches, the church in Rome was not established by Paul. He probably had not been to Rome upon the writing of this epistle (1:9-13) yet a church was already there. It is likely that some of the Jews converted on Pentecost returned to Rome with their new faith and established the first church in the seat empire (cf. Acts 2:10).  


The book reflects the fact that the members of the church in Rome were largely from a Jewish background. Paul at times assumes their knowledge of the Law of Moses (7:1) but also speaks to these brethren in the heart of Gentile world as “Gentiles” (11:13). This beautiful book explores the need which the world has for a Savior from sin and how Jesus offers the only solution to this problem.

Paul begins with an assertion which becomes the focus of the whole text, declaring, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek” (1:16). The word gospel means “good news.” The message of salvation in Jesus is good news indeed. Yet, man often fails to recognize his need for salvation. To address this, Paul devotes the first chapters to a discourse on the sinfulness of mankind. He declares, “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (1:18). Mankind time and time again has rejected God and turned to sin. This is true of the Gentile world (1:20-23), but it is also true of those of Jewish ancestry (2:17-22). The fact is, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (3:23).  But the good news of the gospel is that in the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross God provides a means for man to be, “justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood” (3:24-25).

Paul devotes the next few chapters to a discussion of this salvation by grace. Paul appeals to the father of the Jewish nation, Abraham as an example of salvation through obedient faith. Abraham was justified by God before he was circumcised (4:9-10) and before the law was given. That shows that being a Jew is not what God requires. Abraham is the father of all who have faith in God through His Son Jesus Christ (4:11-16). This kind of faith is active. The Christian has died to his old life of sin in baptism (6:1-6) becoming a “slave of righteousness” (6:19). Sin leads to spiritual death and eternal separation from God (6:23), but a life of obedience to the gospel brings one into a condition in which “there is therefore no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus” (8:1). There remainder of the book discusses life in Christ. The Christian offers their life as a “living sacrifice” to God (12:1). That means we obey the law (13) and live in such a way that we do not discourage others from doing right (14). Although Paul had not been to Rome, his beautiful letter encouraged the Romans and us today to faithfully obey the good news of Jesus Christ.
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	40
	Mark 15-16
	Luke 1-2
	Luke 3-4
	Luke 5-6
	Luke 7-8
	Luke 9-10
	Luke 11-12


Study Questions
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1.  What does Acts 2:10 indicate regarding the Jews at Pentecost which may account for the establishment of a church at Rome?


2.  The word gospel means “good news.” What is the gospel of Jesus Christ (1:16-17)?


3.  What does Paul say is “revealed from heaven” (1:18)?



Explain what this means:

4.  According to Romans 3:23, are there some people who live good enough that they don’t need the blood of Jesus?


5.  What determines of someone is a descendent of Abraham (4:16)?


6.  According to Romans 5:8 and 5:10 what condition were we in when Jesus died for us?

7.  How may we be “united together in the likeness” of Jesus’ death (6:5)?


___________________What will result if we have been?


8.  Under what conditions may we have “no condemnation” (8:1-4)?

9.  Some argue that “daily service” as a “living sacrifice” means that we don’t have to assemble with the church (12:1-2). Is this true? Why or why not?


10.  Paul devotes chapters 9-11 to the fact that some Jews did not accept Jesus. What does he say he would be willing to accept if his Jewish brethren would accept the gospel (9:1-5)?



Key Passage: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’” (Romans 1:16-17, NKJV). 
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